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In accordance with the Family Educational rights and Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, the 
following student rights are covered by the Act and afforded to all students at Ivy Tech 
Community College. 
 
1. The right to inspect and review information contained in the student’s educational 
records; 
2. The right to challenge the contents of the educational records; 
3. The right to a hearing if the outcome of the challenge is unsatisfactory; 
4. The right to submit an explanatory statement for inclusion in the educational record if the 

outcome of the hearing is unsatisfactory; 
5. The right to prevent disclosure, with certain exceptions, of personally identifiable 

information; 
6. The right to secure a copy of the institutional policy; and 
7. The right to file complaints with the Department of Education concerning alleged failures 

by Ivy Tech State College to comply with the provisions of the Act.  
 
At the discretion of college officials, directory information may be provided in accordance with 
the provisions of the Act without the written consent of the student. The student may request, in 
writing, that such information not be disclosed. The items listed (below) are designated as 
directory information and may be released for any purpose at the discretion of Ivy Tech unless a 
request for nondisclosure is on file: 
 
Category I. Name, address, telephone number, dates of attendance.  
 
Category II. Previous institution (s) attended, major field of study, awards, honors, degree 
conferred. 
 
Category III.  Past and present participation in officially recognized sports and activities, 

physical factors of athletes (height & weight), date & place of birth.  
 
Students may request the withholding of Directory Information by notifying the Office of 
Records and Registration in writing, specifying the categories to be withheld, within ten (10) 
calendar days from the first scheduled day of the term. Ivy Tech will honor the request for one 
term only; therefore, the student must file the request on a term basis. 
 
The college holds student records in security. Ivy Tech cannot release transcripts on file with the 
college from high schools and other institutions of higher education. A student needing a 
transcript from a high school or another college should request it directly from that institution.  
 



DEPENDENCY PROVISION. Ivy Tech Community College reserves the right, as allowed 
under the Federal Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, to disclose educational records or 
components thereof, without written consent to parents of dependent students as defined 
according to the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, Section 154 (as amended). However, all Ivy 
Tech State College students will be assumed to be “independent”. A certified copy of the 
parents’ most recent Federal Income Tax Form establishing the student’s dependency status shall 
be required before any educational records or components thereof will be released to the parent 
of any student.  
 
The Office of Records and Registration will assist students wishing to see and review their 
academic records and student files. Any questions concerning the student’s rights and 
responsibilities under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act should be referred to the 
Office of Records and Registration. 
 
AACRAO recommends that each college develop an institutional policy for responding to 
requests for personally identifiable information about deceased students. “Such policy might 
include a period of time during which only the executor/executrix of the estate or parents could 
authorize the release of education record information on the deceased student. Beyond such time, 
institutional policy might permit access to anyone without permission.” As to the appropriate 
length of such a period of time, AACRAO recommends that the time period be about 25 to 30 
years from the date of death. 
 Northwestern University concurs with AACRAO. Its Release of Student Information 
Policy states as follows: 
 
 FERPA rights cease upon death. However, it is the policy of [the University] that no  
 Records of deceased students be released for a period of 25 years after the date of death,  
 Unless specifically authorized by the executor of the estate of the deceased or by the next  
 of kin. 
 
 Taking the opposite approach is the Michigan Association of Collegiate Registrars and 
Admissions Officers (MACRAO), which opens that “deceased students have rights under 
FERPA as long as they were formerly enrolled.” 
 
5. Does the spouse of a student who has rights under FERPA also have 
FERPA rights with respect to the education records of her spouse? 
 
 No, a spouse is just an unrelated third party, so far as FERPA is concerned. If, for 
example the student wanted his spouse to be present during an inspection and review of 
education records, then the student would have to execute a written consent to allow spousal 
review. 
 A more interesting situation might arise if a spouse whished to review education records 
without the consent of the student. While there is an exception that allows a college to disclose 
education records to the parents of a financially dependent student in the absence of student 
consent, there is no such exception for spouses, even if the spouse is supporting the student.   

 


